St Ives Uniting Church
4 January 2026

Christmas 2
Holy Communion

Call to worship and welcome
Hymn: 304 O come, all ye faithful (Verses 1,2,5 and 6)
Prayers of adoration and confession

Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven.”
Thanks be to God.

The peace
The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you.

Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings:
John 1:10-18 Beth Facer

°He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. ' He came to that which was his own, but
his own did not receive him. '2Yet to all who did receive him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

4The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one |
spoke about when | said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.”) '® Out of his fullness we have all received



grace in place of grace already given. " For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ® No one has ever
seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Ephesians 1:3-14 Richard Facer

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
* For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love ° he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— ° to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and understanding, ® he made known to us the
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in
Christ, °to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to
bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

"In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the
plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his
will, '2in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might
be for the praise of his glory. > And you also were included in Christ when
you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
4who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of
those who are God'’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: Born of God
Hymn: 160 Father all-loving

Offering and prayer



Prayers of the people Ross Lorenz
Hymn: 538 Feed us now, bread of life

Holy Communion
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so we praise you with your people throughout the world and
across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole of
creation in the eternal hymn, singing:

Hymn: 761

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands: we
celebrate the redemption he has won for us.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

...Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,



your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

... The qifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ in
us.

...God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people, and so
we pray together:

We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met us
in your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared your
love and opened the way to everlasting life.

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink
his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights give light to
the world.

Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Hymn: 276 There’s a light upon the mountains
Benediction
Threefold amen

Postlude Organist John Hughes



